
Table 3.
Weekly Child Care Costs Paid for Preschoolers by Families With
Employed Mothers, Fall 1993
(Numbers of families in thousands. Excludes families with no report of family income in last 4 months)

Characteristics
Number

of
families

Payments made
Weekly child

care expenses1

Hours
worked

per
week1

Monthly income2
— of —

Income spent per
month on child care

Number Percent ($)
Standard

error
Family

($)
Mother

($) Percent3
Standard

error

All families . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,076 4,493 55.6 74.15 1.25 36.52 4,254 1,839 7.55 0.31

Race and Hispanic Origin:
White, not Hispanic . . . . . . . . . 5,937 3,420 57.6 76.35 1.44 36.09 4,491 1,889 7.37 0.31
Black, not Hispanic . . . . . . . . . 993 517 52.1 60.89 3.18 38.37 3,104 1,645 8.50 0.35
Hispanic origin . . . . . . . . . . . . . 831 434 52.2 65.69 3.80 36.88 3,174 1,434 8.97 0.43

Marital Status:
Married, husband present . . . . 6,261 3,522 56.3 77.88 1.46 36.67 4,842 1,951 6.97 0.29
Widowed, separated, divorced . 868 530 61.1 61.09 3.00 36.81 2,157 1,610 12.27 0.79
Never married . . . . . . . . . . . . . 948 442 46.6 60.07 3.27 35.01 2,086 1,213 12.48 0.73

Age of Mother:
15 to 24 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,372 628 45.8 58.49 2.25 34.46 2,495 967 10.16 0.47
25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,732 2,701 57.1 72.44 1.50 37.00 4,089 1,753 7.68 0.36
35 years and over . . . . . . . . . . 1,972 1,164 59.0 86.56 2.94 36.51 5,588 2,508 6.71 0.26

Number of Preschoolers:
1 child . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,515 3,694 56.7 66.48 1.17 36.53 4,229 1,835 6.81 0.23
2 or more children . . . . . . . . . . 1,561 799 51.2 109.63 3.86 36.49 4,371 1,853 10.87 0.62

Educational Attainment:
Less than high school . . . . . . . 847 373 44.0 59.70 4.07 35.55 2,592 987 9.98 0.52
High school, 4 years . . . . . . . . 2,931 1,498 51.1 65.07 1.77 37.08 3,389 1,420 8.32 0.35
College, 1-3 years . . . . . . . . . . 2,246 1,277 56.9 69.51 2.01 35.71 3,833 1,618 7.86 0.38
College, 4 or more years . . . . . 2,052 1,345 65.5 92.67 2.75 36.93 6,079 2,751 6.61 0.27

Enrollment in School:
Enrolled in school. . . . . . . . . . . 622 369 59.4 78.81 4.18 33.71 3,904 1,590 8.75 0.36
Not enrolled in school . . . . . . . 7,454 4,124 55.3 73.73 1.31 36.77 4,286 1,861 7.46 0.31

Employment Status:
Full-time worker . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,301 3,341 63.0 79.00 1.46 41.34 4,333 2,072 7.90 0.33
Part-time worker. . . . . . . . . . . . 2,775 1,153 41.5 60.11 2.27 22.56 4,027 1,162 6.47 0.23

Work Shift Status:
Daytime worker . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,009 3,173 63.4 76.58 1.47 38.55 4,358 1,940 7.61 0.33
Non-day worker . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,068 1,320 43.0 68.32 2.34 31.64 4,006 1,594 7.39 0.28

Monthly Family Income:
Less than $1,200 . . . . . . . . . . . 927 366 39.4 47.29 2.74 32.74 815 748 25.14 7.17
$1,200 to $2,999 . . . . . . . . . . . 2,667 1,295 48.6 60.16 1.86 35.97 2,177 1,202 11.98 2.32
$3,000 to $4,499 . . . . . . . . . . . 2,091 1,191 56.9 73.10 2.13 37.34 3,746 1,647 8.46 2.08
$4,500 and over. . . . . . . . . . . . 2,391 1,642 68.7 91.93 2.37 37.20 7,029 2,723 5.67 0.25

Poverty Level:
Below poverty level . . . . . . . . . 870 319 36.6 49.56 3.47 30.66 1,211 696 17.73 1.02
Above poverty level . . . . . . . . . 7,206 4,174 57.9 76.03 1.30 36.97 4,487 1,926 7.34 0.31

Program Participation:
Recipient4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,218 558 45.8 49.76 2.27 32.97 1,682 889 12.82 0.87
AFDC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 352 154 43.7 46.47 4.27 28.10 1,176 736 17.13 1.24
WIC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 785 344 43.8 52.11 3.05 34.07 1,830 897 12.34 0.90
Food Stamps . . . . . . . . . . . . 708 319 45.0 45.42 3.04 31.71 1,349 822 14.60 1.11

Non-recipient5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,858 3,935 57.4 77.61 1.36 37.02 4,619 1,973 7.28 0.31

Region:
Northeast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,443 658 45.6 85.07 3.38 34.62 4,670 2,032 7.89 0.34
Midwest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,237 1,261 56.4 71.47 1.96 36.28 4,236 1,853 7.31 0.27
South . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,739 1,684 61.5 69.17 2.17 37.66 4,196 1,778 7.14 0.27
West. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,658 890 53.7 79.32 2.98 36.11 4,083 1,789 8.42 0.42

Metropolitan Residence:
Metropolitan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,283 3,487 55.5 79.72 1.50 36.50 4,497 1,943 7.68 0.32
In central cities . . . . . . . . . . . 2,272 1,204 53.0 81.66 2.89 36.75 4,036 1,855 8.77 0.44
Suburbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,010 2,283 56.9 78.70 1.71 36.37 4,740 1,989 7.19 0.27

Nonmetropolitan. . . . . . . . . . . . 1,793 1,006 56.1 54.85 1.72 36.59 3,414 1,478 6.96 0.23

1Average per week for families making child care payments for any child under 5 years old. 2Average monthly income for the last 4 months among
families making child care payments. 3Percent is ratio of average monthly child care payments to the average monthly family income. 4Also
includes the small number of families (17,000) on General Assistance. 5Family not receiving either General Assistance, AFDC, Food Stamps or WIC
payments.
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